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Content

The past decade has seen the rapid development of microsimulation models (MsM) and techniques
for the evaluation of public policies. MsM are models that start with large-scale representative sur-
veys of households or individuals to which are added several kinds of information: data from other
surveys and databases, imputations and statistical matches, programme rules, and behavioural
assumptions. The purpose of this course is to present microsimulation models and techniques that
have been implemented and used both in developed and developing countries.

Related Courses at PSE

• Public Economics (Antoine Bozio, Julien Grenet and Thomas Piketty): for an overview
of public economics at graduate level, including tax and benefit systems.



Requirements and assessment

To validate the course, students are required

1. to attend all lectures and actively participate in class;

2. to read all required readings (noted by *) ;

3. to take the exam.

The exam will be based upon a good working knowledge of all the material that is presented
in the lecture slides and the tutorials. Please ask during the classes if there is anything unclear in
this material.

Course outline

Part I: Tax and benefit models

1. Static microsimulation models [Antoine Bozio]

2. Tutorial (1) [Mahdi Ben Jelloul]

3. Behavioural and dynamic microsimulation models [Antoine Bozio]

4. Tutorial (2) [Mahdi Ben Jelloul]

Part II. Modelling macro shocks and policies

1. Evaluating the impact of macro shocks and policies on poverty and income distribution
[Anne-Sophie Robilliard]

2. Computable General Equilibrium models [Anne-Sophie Robilliard]

3. Integrating CGE and Microsimulation models [Anne-Sophie Robilliard]

4. Tutorial : Integrating CGE and Microsimulation models [Anne-Sophie Robilliard]
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